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Ministering Communion to the           

Sick or Homebound 

 

   Often parishioners wish to bring communion to a loved one 

or neighbor who can not attend Mass and they are unclear 

as to the proper procedure. A minister of communion who 

brings the Blessed Sacrament to a sick or homebound per-

son ministers to the Body of Christ in many ways. 

• You are a representative of the praying community to 

someone who is unable to take his or her place within it. 

• You are entrusted with the reverent and safe transport of 

the consecrated bread. 

• You are serving the suffering Body of Christ in the per-

son of the one to whom you are bringing communion. 

• You bring Christ to the sick or homebound in your own 

person, as well as the Eucharist. 

• And you may bring back to the larger community the 

needs of the sick person. 

 

Preparations:                 

Ministering communion to a sick person is much more than 

simply delivering the Blessed Sacrament. It is a time of pray-

er structured very much like the Mass, which means that 

both you, and the person receiving communion, should pre-

pare for the visit. 

 

Time:       

Ideally, as a communion minister, you will go directly from 

the Sunday or weekday liturgy to the communion visit,      

although this is not always possible. Check with your parish-

es’ pastoral staff for the recommended procedure to follow. 

 

Materials:     

The most important resources that you, as a communion 

minister, bring to a communion visit are the Blessed Sacra-

ment, and yourself. But you may also want to have a few 

other items: The Scripture readings, a pyx, a clean white 

cloth, a candle, holy water, and matches. It is also nice to 

bring a parish bulletin or other information to help them feel 

connected to the parish. 

 

Preparing for the visit:        

The best way to prepare for the visit is to participate in the 

Sunday, or weekly, Eucharist before the visit. In this way, 

you have an opportunity to pray for the person to be visited, 

to hear and reflect on the Scriptures, and to receive the 

body and blood of Christ. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament:       

You should obtain enough consecrated bread for all those 

who are anticipated to receive communion. This should be 

done just before the communion visit. You can not carry 

the Blessed Sacrament while engaged in other activities or 

errands. If the communion visit will take place at another 

time, you will need to make arrangements to obtain the 

Blessed Sacrament.  

     In most cases, communion to the sick is given only in 

the form of bread. If the person has trouble swallowing, a 

small piece of the consecrated bread may be softened 

with water and ministered by spoon. It may be helpful to 

have a glass of water nearby. 

 

The Visit:         

The general outline of “Administration of Communion and 

Viaticum to the Sick by an Extraordinary Minister” can be 

used to shape your visit. Most parish offices should have a 

copy of this handbook or they are available through the 

United States Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB) 

website: www.usccb.org. 

 

After the Visit:       

If there is any of the Blessed Sacrament remaining, return 

it to the tabernacle in the church, or consume it in a rever-

ent manner. Take a few moments to pray for the person, 

and to give thanks to God for calling you to minister in this 

way.  No greater gift can be given to those who suffer ill-

ness than that gift of Christ himself in the Eucharist. 

Congratulations to St. 

Mary Mystical Rose 

Parish on their recent 

celebration of 65 

years as a  

 Catholic Community.  



 

 

Vicariate Parishes 

 

St. Clement of Rome   

(586) 752-9611 

www.stclementromeo.org 

Rev. Stephen C. Reckker 

 

St. Francis- 

St. Maximilian 

(586) 598-3314 (Macomb) 

www.stfrancis-stmaximilian.com 

Rev. Christopher J. Talbot 

 

St. Isidore 

(586) 286-1700 

www.stisidoremacomb.org 

Rev. Michael G. Hrydziuszko       

Rev. John Dumas 

 

SS. John and Paul 

(586) 781-9010 

www.ssjohnandpaul.org 

Rev. David A. Buersmeyer 

 

St. John Vianney 

(586) 781-6525 

http://home.catholicweb.com/

stjohnvianneyshelbytwp 

Rev. Tim Mazur 

 

St. Kieran 

(586) 781-4901 

www.stkieran.org 

Rev. H. Thomas Johnson 

 

St. Lawrence Church  

& School 

(586) 731-5347 

www.stlawrenceparish.com 

Rev. Robert J. Fisher 

Rev. Philip Ching  

 

St. Mary Mystical Rose 

(586) 784-5966 

www.stmarymysticalrose.org 

Rev. Siaosi Patau 

 

 

St. Therese of Lisieux 

(586) 254-4433 

www.stthereseparish.ws 

Rev. Larry Zurawski 

Rev. Matthew Ellis 

 

  Capuchin Retreat 

     (248) 651-4826 

    www.capretreat.org 

   Rev. Ken Reinhart 

 

Austin Catholic  

Academy 

 (586) 306-9611 

www.austincatholicacademy.org 

 

Macomb Catholic  

Services 

347 S. Main Romeo, MI 

586.336.6844 
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Upcoming Events At The  

Capuchin Retreat 

 

Franciscan Spirituality for the 21st Century 

- Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear a variety of 

speakers who specialize in Franciscanism who will be 

coming from around the mid-west. Mark your calendar 

for the 1st Saturday of the month beginning October, 

2011 and concluding in May, 2012 from 1-5 PM, with 

anticipated Sunday Eucharist being offered at 5:15 PM 

for those who wish to attend. Each month will have a 

different speaker and Franciscan topic. The suggested 

donation for each session is $35 but you get a free 

session if you sign up for the entire 8-part series. 

 

Appreciating Popular Devotions 

-Join Fr. Dave Buersmeyer on Monday, Oct. 17th from 

7 - 9 PM as he  talks about some of the devotions in 

today’s Church. Find out the history and meaning of the 

Rosary, devotion to the Mother of Perpetual Help and 

Divine Mercy Chaplet, Eucharistic adoration and more. 

$20 donation includes refreshments. 

 

For additional information on these programs, 

please call the Retreat Center  at 248.651.4826 

Public Square Rosary Campaign 

Saturday, October 15th at 12 Noon 

The Veteran’s Memorial Site  

Shelby Twp. Municipal Grounds 

52700 Van Dyke at 24 Mile Rd. Shelby Twp 

 

The America Needs Fatima Campaign is inviting every-

one to pray the rosary for America. Bring a lawn chair. 

Call Chris Mooney at 586.781.2381 for  information. 

Ministering to Youth in Need! 

 

Mentors For Hope is seeking caring, understanding, non-

judgmental individuals who are 20 years and older to 

share one hour a week with teen youth residing at the 

Macomb Cty. Juvenile Justice Center in Mt. Clemens. 

 

Volunteers come from various walks of life, young and not 

so young. They enjoy having the opportunity to bond with 

youth who need an adult willing to listen and be there eve-

ry week.  

 

The program is under the direction of the M.S.U. Exten-

sion 4-H Program.  Sessions run for 12 weeks starting in 

Sept. until Mid-December. There is another 12 week ses-

sion starting in Jan. until Mid-May. The pattern is 3 weeks 

on and one week off. The group meets on Tuesday 

evening’s beginning at 6:30 PM for one hour at the Juve-

nile Justice Center. 

 

The program is designed to: 

• Give youths one-on-one mentoring 

• Follow topics given by a facilitator to initiate meaning-

ful conversations 

• Form crucial adult-teen relationships based on trust 

and helpful communication 

 

For more information e-mail: 

Patti Sullins at thesullins@wowway.com  or  

John Karski at johnkarski@yahoo.com. 

 

Ready to begin? Call Jan Gwozdz at 586.469.7619 to set 

up a training session and fill out necessary forms. 

Marriage and Annulments 

This topic is one many Catholics are confused about and misunderstand. Come and hear the 

real truth about this subject from an expert. This can help you understand the process if you 

are divorced and thinking remarriage, already remarried without an annulment, or just want 

the facts to share with others. People use words like ex-communicated or may think this 

would make their children illegitimate; nothing could be further from the truth. Come and find 

out the real facts on this subject; you may be surprised. 

 

St. Francis/St. Maximilian  Church                                                                Wednesday, October 19th  

62811 New Haven Rd., Ray Township                            7 PM to 8:30 PM 

(29 Mile Rd. and North Ave.) 

 

                                     If you would like more details call or e-mail: 

                Antonio LaBarbera at 586.531.4149     —      antonio70000@sbcglobal.net 
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Evening Reflection Series 

The Face of Jesus 

Oct. 17th - 20th at 7 PM 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal Parish 

 

The Face of Jesus throughout the Ages - Monday, Oct. 17th 

 An insight into the faith of people through time and how this faith was 

manifested in their pictures of Jesus. Presenter is Dan McAfee, Director of 

the Office of Worship for the Archdiocese of Detroit. Some of his original 

artwork will be featured. 

 

The Face of Jesus in Music - Tuesday, Oct. 18th  

Mass will be celebrated followed by a presentation featuring the music 

ministers of St. Jane Frances de Chantal premiering a song composed by 

Greg Crachiolo, Director of Music, entitled “Seek Your Face”. 

 

The Face of Jesus in Art - Wednesday, Oct. 19th  

Featuring a presentation from the Detroit Institute of Arts on Rembrandt 

and the Face of Jesus on view at the DIA (Nov. 20, 2011– Feb. 12, 2012) 

 

The Face of Jesus Among Us - Thursday, Oct. 20th 

Fr. John Martin Shimkus, OSB, will reflect on where we can see the face 

of Jesus among us and what this means for us today living as Christians. 

 

Refreshments will be served following the presentations. 

Free –will donations gratefully accepted. 

 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal Parish is located at 38750 Ryan Rd, just 

south of 17 Mile Rd. For details call the parish office at 586.977.8080 

Armada Knights of Columbus Council 7561 

9th Annual Charity Car Show 

                          Sunday October 2, 2011 

 

                        Creek Center Banquet Hall 

                      72025 North Ave., Armada 

Enjoy a fun, family-friendly day beginning 8 AM 

 with an old-fashioned breakfast 

 

View hundreds of Classic Cars 

Shop at the Craft Show and the Vendors Midway 

Music, Games, Raffles and more 

Food and Refreshments Available 

 

Funds raised will be distributed with support from                                                 

Armada K of C to local charities 

St. Isidore Catholic Community Presents: 

 

Euchre Tournament 

Friday, Oct. 14th  

Sign-in at 6:30 PM 

Play at 7 PM 

 

$12 per person, includes cash prizes  

snack and dessert bar. 

 

For further information call Sue at 586.949.6907 

Bethany of Southeast Michigan Presents: 

 

Divorce Recovery Workshop 

Wednesdays, Oct. 5 - Nov. 23rd, 7-9 PM 

St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic Community 

48115 Schoenherr Rd.  Shelby Twp.  

 

The workshop is based on the book Divorce and Beyond by James 

Greteman and Leon Haverkamp, and the video series Rebuilding the 

Castle that has Come Down by Dr. Bill Flanagan. 

 

Week 1    What’s Happening to Me? The Process of Divorce 

Week 2     The Road to Healing *** Self Image 

Week 3     Stress *** Coping with your Ex-Spouse 

Week 4     Facing My Anger and Loneliness *** Assuming New  

                 Responsibilities 

Week 5    Financial Survival *** Kid Care *** Being A Single Parent —  

                Becoming a Whole Family 

Week 6    Blame and Guilt *** Forgiveness 

Week 7    Happiness *** Thinking About New Relationships 

Week 8    Spirituality *** Pathways to Growth *** Moving On 

 

Cost /Registration: 8-week workshop is $20.   Contact: 

         Jim-248.736.4777,  e-mail at Jim.BRS@bethanysemi.org 

         Karen-586.925.1082,  e-mail at comfort325@yahoo.com 

 

Bethany provides spiritual, social and educational support to the      

divorced and separated under the auspices of the Archdiocese of  

Detroit. For more information  visit their website at: 

www.bethanysemi.org 

40 Days for Life ~ Fall 2011 

Sept. 28th through Nov. 6th 

 

We Invite You to Join and Take a Stand For Life 

Pray and fast for an end to abortion 

Visit the website to find out all the activities during this 40 Days for Life  

at:  www.40days for life.org/sterlingheights. 

 

Contact: Maribeth 586.264.4671 or Sue 586.978.7929 

Pro-Life Youth Conference 

 

Building Bridges to A Culture of Life is hosting its 8th Annual Pro-Life Youth 

Conference, organized by and for youth, with tracks for 8th – college aged 

participants. 

 

Saturday, Oct. 15th at Marian H.S. in Bloomfield Hills 

 

This year’s theme, “It takes Courage! Live in the Truth” will offer action-

oriented workshops, equipping teens with understanding and tools to de-

fend life and speak the Truth with Charity. Youth will hear from exceptional 

Key-note speakers, have dinner, get a t-shirt, Sunday Mass and Adoration, 

confession and closing concert.  

 

Cost is $15 pre-registration, $20 at the door. Doors open at Noon. 

For more detailed information visit www.prolifeyouth.com or phone Maura 

Wilson at 248.930.5502 
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SIDING · GUTTERS
29522 LITTLE MACK, ROSEVILLE, MI

586!445!6455  OR 800!459!6455
WWW.JJROOFING.COM

 Utica Farmington Hills Cedar Springs
 (586) 731-7240 (248) 471-3050 (616) 696-2913
 Clarkston Ann Arbor
 (248) 620-5258 (734) 239-8200

Independently Owned and Operated
51084 Filomena Dr. • Shelby Twp.

586-843-3702
www.signarama-shelbytwp.com

 FREE ESTIMATES
 T.W.A. FLOOR COVERING

Residential • Commercial • Carpet • Tile
Laminate • Linoleum • Sales & Installation

- TIM ADAMS -32 Years Experience - Major Credit Cards Accepted
Cell: 586-484-1611

Where the Showroom 
Comes to You!

Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood
On The Go Flooring

586-484-3100 • www.onthego! ooring.com
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AMERICAN HOMES PAINTING

20 YRS. EXP · SENIOR DISCOUNT    586-850-7608 (TERRY)

Heating & Cooling LLC
Res/Comm • Lic/Ins • Water Heaters • Boilers

KEITH JANDRESKI • 586-615-0090
St. John-Paul Parishioner

 Commercial • Industrial • Residential

 PLUMBING & HEATING
(586) 254-5151

NEW INSTALLATIONS & REPAIR SERVICE
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 SENIORS Helping SENIORS ¨

 ...a way to give and to receive®
 Non-medical Home Care
 Contact us today  248-659-8648
 ©2010 Each o#  ce is independently owned and operated. All trademarks are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resource Inc.

 HELP US HELP OTHERS
 To Donate Vehicles and Furniture:
 Call: 1-877-ST-VINCE (1.877.788.4623)
 moreforthepoor.org

 Past.
  Present.
   Future.

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR · POWER WASHING · DECK REFINISHING
 LIGHT CARPENTRY · ALUMINUM & VINYL · PAINTING SPECIALIST

PLASTER/DRYWALL REPAIR

For Advertising Information, call
LARRY SCHROEDER at LPi today!

800.521.4486 · 586.979.4241 ext. 322
LSchroeder@4LPi.com
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